T his is a landmark series of publications from a renowned group of experts in the field of minimally invasive mitral valve surgery. This expert consensus statement will be an invaluable resource to any surgeon performing these operations and, in my mind, will be an outstanding reference for both new and established surgeons in this field.
The first article focuses on patient evaluation and selection as well as preoperative planning for successful cannulation, systemic perfusion, myocardial protection, and anesthetic preparation. 1 The second report focuses on surgical technique and postoperative management and provides excellent guidance for surgeons on limiting complications and improving the safety and efficacy of these procedures. 2 The illustrations are superb. The final article in this 3-part series details considerations specifically to robotic-assisted minimally invasive mitral valve repair and replacement (MIMVR) as well as training pathways that will prepare surgical teams to develop expertise in this area. 3 All of these articles are well written, carefully reasoned, and supported by excellent references. The main limitation of this consensus statement is the relatively low level of evidence available, as this only represents a consensus of expert opinion in an area that is lacking any large randomized trials. The other potential conflict of interest that readers need to keep in mind is that the authors are all members of the Medical Advisory Board for Edwards Lifesciences Corporation.
However, this 3-part series provides a fantastic summary of the state of the art in MIMVR for surgeons in this field, and, in my opinion, represents the most comprehensive discussion of MIMVR in the literature to date. The authors have made great progress toward achieving consensus and standardization in this maturing field. I have no doubt that this will be a widely referenced set of articles for years to come.
